MySpace is such an intuitive social environment that many young people already think and talk about social interactions in terms of MySpace.
For example, the concept of friending someone, which means inviting a MySpace user into your list of friends, is now a common expression among young people. Given the popularity, appeal, and flexibility of social networking-and given that every literary work has a cast of characters who are often in complicated relationships with one another-we think MySpace is the ideal place for students to envision the social world of literary characters. with any act of character analysis, we also needed to make inferences. Titus, for example, was the acknowledged leader of a small group of friends, so we understood that his social status would be important to him. We decided to create his profile as a facade that hid his true self, the self no one saw.
To Titus, image was everything. We chose a picture of Titus that we thought would make him look aggressive and noble. For the character Violet, a girl who is more brains and art than hair and makeup, we kept the page simple, realizing she would probably spend more time reading books than on the computer. Unlike our Titus page, which worked to create a likable public persona, our Violet page was designed to be read mostly by Titus. Consequently, her only listed friend is Titus. We also wanted to show just how different Violet was from the other characters. In her general interests, we wrote that Violet likes "reading, resisting the feed, and spending lots of time with Titus."
She also likes "all books" and prefers "indie music." We also added a list called "Definite List of Things I Want To Do." In this list, we excerpted language directly from the text: "I want to see art. Like, I want to remind myself about the Dutch. I want to remind myself that they wore clothes and armor. That some of them fell in love while they were sitting near maps or tapestries" (183).
We also added a blog section to her MySpace page.
In our entries, we approximated Violet's voice, hoping to illustrate her struggle against the feed. For instance, we started off one later post, "I really enjoyed spending time with you today, Titus. I loved riding in your upcar and the museum was nice. In 1904 Bob Green stole a pot from my great grandmother and she was a cat. Also, I think I'll order a pizza today with extra shoes and pickles." The incoherent message is meant to show the disintegration of her mind that occurs when her feed malfunctions. Overall, we hoped Violet's MySpace page would reveal the real Violet-a young woman deeply critical of the status quo and consequently ostracized by her friends.
To encourage students to develop MySpace profiles for other literary characters, teachers might begin by assigning characters to individual students or small groups of three or four. Students could start by creating paper profiles, recording key facts about their character, highlighting important interactions with other characters, and writing from his or her perspective. Teachers may even ask students to respond to hypothetical situations as their characters might or create their own missing scenes involving the character. The key idea is for students to have some understanding of the character before going online, so that when students create MySpace pages, they have already gathered textual evidence and drawn key inferences.
Moving these paper profiles to MySpace, students would continue to learn more about their characters by finding appropriate images for the character and detailing his or her interests, musical taste, and friends--other characters in the text. Here, teachers should remind students that meaningful character profiles take a great deal of thought: students must think and write as that character and not fall into easy generalizations or unsupported speculations. Small groups working on single characters would yield multiple points ofview and rich conversations.
Students might also be asked to create dialogue between their character and another character, using the wall feature of MySpace to document these conversations. Throughout these tasks, students would be able to infer ideas about the characters and relate them back to the text.
Surface Spaces and Deep Spaces:

Layers in The Great Gatsby
When we first thought about MySpace as a classroom tool, we guessed that it would work well with futuristic texts like Feed. but we soon realized that classic texts would work just as well. We decided that F. Scott Fitzgerald's The Great Gats by might be a good fit for MySpace, since it is commonly taught and its characters are deeply complex. Going beyond our original assignment, we created profiles for the main characters (http://myspace.com/jamesjay gatsby) and were delighted as several layers of each character began to form. Better still, we found that these layers corresponded with the various features that MySpace has to offer. We had fun developing the surface features of the characters in Gatsby, and we think young readers familiar with MySpace would also enjoy this process. We used pictures of actors from Gatsby films for a couple of the characters, but others we simply found in image searches.
We looked for time period photos and used keywords like "rich," "blond," "beautiful," or "mechanic" to try to find a perfect fit for each character's appearance and attitude.
We used antique themed layouts to set the environment of the novel. For example, for Daisy, we picked an elegant background covered in delicate flowers, while Gatsby's page sported a regal looking gold paisley pattern. Nick followed Gatsby's lead with the same paisley pattern, but in dark green. In contrast, we gave George a plain grey background with nothing in sight but his garage.
Since Gatsby spends so much time deceiving others about his identity, we wanted his ruse to show up in these surface features, especially the about me text box.
We wrote the following:
I'm an Oxford man and a veteran war hero. I've spent my days wondering about the world like a young rajah and trying to forget something very sad that happened to me long ago. I aspire for one dream and one woman only. In the meantime, I love to throw beautiful parties. I treat all of my guests very well, so be sure to corne enjoy my mansion and don't forget to invite your friends.
We continued to write from Gatsby's voice as we answered the questions about interests, selecting details from the text that illustrated our understanding of his character. 
